PERSIAN   INDUSTRIES

cloth and rubbing the carpet. If the slightest tinge
of colour comes off, the carpet is not a good one.
So much depends upon the nature and durability of
dyes used. In olden days, the only dyes used were
indigo, madder, and vine leaves. From these three
ingredients they were able to mix and make most
delicate and artistic shades, all of which were " fast"
colours. Now, however, the aniline dyes are so
commonly used that it is difficult to find a carpet
in which all the colours are permanent, Europeans
are often deceived when buying carpets, but natives
seldom! When the latter invests in a carpet he
expects it to last the whole of his lifetime, and not
only of his life, but also of that of his children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, and per-
chance be more valuable at the end of that period
than the day he purchased it. As a rule he realises
his expectations. When a native buys a new carpet
the first thing he does with it is to put it down in
the bazaars for all the traffic to pass over it. The
more muddy and filthy the shoes of the passers-by,
the greater will be the beauty of the carpet after-
wards, provided the colours are fast. This statement
may perhaps refer more especially to Syria and
Turkish Arabia, but I believe it is also true of
Persia. I have, myself, often seen carpets laid down
in this way in the bazaars of Damascus, Beyrout,
Baghdad, and Mosul. I could never quite make up
my mind to allow our carpets to be subjected to
this treatment, though my husband always assured
me it was the only way for the carpets to acquire
that beautiful silky gloss, so dear to the heart of the
carpet-lover. As a matter of fact that gloss is
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